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It is wonderful to be with you this week for the Pharmacist Association Convention in Fargo. 

What a nice feeling to have spring here and summer upon us. I always appreciate the non-legislative years in Bismarck although it is generally true that the wheels are always grinding at the capital.
As always, I want to thank each of the Board Members, Compliance Officers and staff for their time, dedication and expertise lent to the Board throughout the year.   It is our hope the Board of Pharmacy continues to function at the level that our profession and citizens have all come to expect from the State of North Dakota. 
I am extremely lucky to have wonderful and dedicated employees in the office to continue providing excellent service to the daily functions of the Board. Bonnie Balkowitsch, who has been in her role as the Executive Assistant for over a year now, has been an amazing talent for our office. She has picked up quickly on the intricacy of our operations and the profession of pharmacy along with making many improvements to our office over the past year. Kathy Zahn is the Prescription Drug Monitoring Program Administrator where she continues to provide wonderful support and leadership to the critical public health mission in which the PDMP serves for our state. Howard Anderson continues to support the Board in many tasks and projects as well as being a great resource to myself. The Board has a talented network of Compliance Officers who have lent their expertise and dedication to the Profession and the Board. The Compliance Officers include Rick Detweiller, Dennis DelaBarre, Gayle Ziegler, and our newest addition, Tom Simmer. 
The political winds are never stop blowing in Bismarck and they are blowing a little harder than usual. We will be having a new Governor and some significant changes in the legislative body coming up in the election cycle. The Board anticipates a busy legislative session in 2025. Now is a great time to be talking to your legislators, legislative candidates and statewide candidates about the profession of pharmacy.  You have heard me say it many times, but your advocacy really is important in advancement of the profession, so policy makers understand what is important to you!
The Board of Pharmacy has continued to build programs and services for the profession and its citizens.  We continue building on our website with different efficiencies, offering a streamlined regulatory approach for you to ensure compliance with the Rules & Laws. We continue to maintain an open office, available to all by phone, email and in person.  

There are a few critical issues to highlight for you. The Board implemented rule changes on January 1st, 2024, some of which were minor and others that may be more impactful. We hope that you will take some time to learn about these during your compliance visit, on our website, or during the roundtable discussions.
The Board made the decision to adjust the timing of our annual compliance visits from starting in the Fall to now the Spring. Many of you are probably aware of this or have had your inspection already in the last few weeks.  The hope of this change is to facilitate a better time for having the important conversations which the Board appreciates to assure compliance and learn more about your practices.

The Drug Supply Chain Security Act (DSCSA) will be fully enacted on November 27th, 2024. This is after the FDA granted a “stabilization period” since the law became effective in 2023. There are many intricacies around DSCSA some of which are not clearly articulated by the FDA on expectations yet. Those create some understandable confusion on what may be needed for compliance. There are some baseline important aspects to compliance which each pharmacy needs to be aware of to ensure they are ready for November 27th. Setting policies and procedures is critical for compliance. Those policies and procedures should cover aspects including, but not limited to, how a pharmacy validates its wholesalers, stores transaction information, responds or initiates a suspect product investigation. The National Association of Boards of Pharmacy (NABP) offers some great resources for dispensers in getting ready for DSCSA compliance. NABP’s digital platform, PULSE, will be an essential tool for many dispensers to help with DSCSA compliance including being free to utilize for many small dispensers. I encourage you to look through this program.
Another troubling trend is that we continue to see attempts to send fictious prescription to pharmacies, including through electronic prescribing systems. Pharmacies in North Dakota have largely been very good at detecting these criminal activities, but the sophistication of these networks continues to amaze me. It is important to be diligent in your review of prescriptions.
In my opinion, the profession of Pharmacy is being extremely challenged.  While the public has called on our profession to extend more services and will continue to do so in the foreseeable future, it is true there are some real economic and workforce issues. While North Dakota may be immune to some of the larger challenges seen in other states, there are still issues that we too are encountering.  It is important that we, the Board, understand what you are experiencing so we may assist in whatever function we are able. It seems evident to me that the profession needs to provide more clinical services and have the ability to be adequately reimbursed for those services.  Those pharmacies that don’t adapt to the changing market conditions will face a grim reality; I am afraid.

On behalf of the Board, we want to offer a true, sincere THANK YOU to each Pharmacy Professional, not only in this room, but across the state.  We are certainly proud of how you all stepped up and met one challenge after another to not only maintain the level of service your patients have come to expect from you but often enhance your services. 
It continues to be a true honor for me to be able to serve the Board of Pharmacy, its members, all of you in the profession, and especially the citizens of our great state.  I do appreciate all the feedback and conversations that we have had.  Conversations about the issues or challenges you are facing or your opinions and suggestions for the profession are critical in delivering patient care.

Again, thanks to each and every one of you for all you have done.   I look forward to interacting with you as the convention continues.
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LIFETIME PHARMACISTS 

Issued: June 2, 1973

RPh3242  David H Fulp, RPh

               5810 Turkey Oak  Road

               North Chesterfield   VA   23237

RPh3254  Orlyn Loge,RPh

               1538 Becida Rd SW

               Bemidji   MN  56601-9652

RPh3256  James M Newman, RPh

               23 Burnham Lane

               Plains   MT  59859

RPh3258  James W Normark, RPh

               4743 E Rakestraw Ln

               Gilbert   AZ   85298

RPh3266  Bradley M Trom, RPh

               6503 Arrowhead Springs Ct

               Brentwood   TN  37027-6311  


RPh3268   Paul W Westerberg, RPh

 
14115 Oakstead


San Antonio   TX  78231-1909


RPh3269  Keith S Kjelland, RPh

               412 South 5th Street
               Drayton   ND   58225

RPh3277  Roger A Goetsch, RPh

               2229 N Mallory St

               Hampton  VA  23664 

RPh3281  Michael L Mousel, RPh

               11 N 820 Orchard Ln

               Elgin  IL  60124

RPh3285   Ronald C Pratt, RPh


24711 Ripple Way


Garden Ridge   TX   78266

Ph3290      Alvin W Schwindt, RPh


1263 11th St W


Dickinson   ND   58601-3649

RPh3291   Dennis W Tofteland, RPh


2325 Julian Drive


Nampa   ID   83686

Issued: June 3, 1973

RPh3286   Keith D Rau, MD RPh


  2682 Meadow Creek Cir S


  Fargo   ND   58104-7111

Issued: November 16, 1973

RPh3297   Doreen E Studsrud, RPh


1136 W 18th St


Dickinson  ND   58601

RPh3298   David B Sandberg, RPh


11014 51 Street NW


Ray   ND   5849

RPh3301
Robert A Bangen, RPh


1366 41M Ave NW


Garrison   ND   58540

RPh3305   Dianna L Erickson, RPh


14700 410th St SW 


Fertile   MN  56540

RPh3308   Michael T McCormick, RPh


319 Mangrove Drive

                Hernando Beach   FL  34607

RPh3310   Kathleen T Picard-Nance, RPh


890 N 15 W


Greenfield   IN   46140
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